Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of
God. That shall be to you better than
a light and safer than a known way.
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Dear friends
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand,
repent and believe in the gospel”
Mark 1:15 Jesus’ words as he begins his ministry
These are special times, moving through Advent, to Christmas and then
on into the New Year. As we travel through the preparations and the
celebrations, the highs and the lows of the season, it gives us a chance
to reflect and to look forward to the New Year with hope. We also
remind ourselves that God is able to do more than we imagine and
God’s presence with us makes all the difference. We look forward to
the coming of the King.
The story is told of a man who arrived at a hotel for a conference. He
asked the receptionist if they had a room for the night. ‘I am so sorry,’
said the receptionist, ‘but we are fully booked and all the other hotels
in the area are probably full too.’
But surely, said the man, you must be able to find a room somewhere.
Suppose I was a king in disguise – surely you would find a room for me
then? ‘Of course, we would,’ the receptionist responded.
‘Well the king isn’t coming, so please can I have his room?’
For us the King did come in a crowded little town of Palestine. We know
the story, the angels made the announcement to the shepherds, who
were the least of all the people anyone would expect to hear the good
news. They hurried to Bethlehem, so that they could see for
themselves. Once they greeted the King in the least of all the kingly
places, they rushed off to share the good news.
As we approach another Christmas and New Year we too are waiting
for the coming of the King, not only to celebrate his coming to earth as
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a baby, but to yearn for his second coming. That second coming that
would wipe away all tears, when conflicts will cease and all the broken
hearted would be healed. We celebrate the hope which came into the
world at Christmas.
As we approach the New Year, we consider the late stragglers who
would have arrived sometime after the birth. They were pretty special
characters. Wise men from the east was how Matthew described them.
They had seen a star rising, which proclaimed the one born to be King
of the Jews, and came to pay him homage. Matthew must have thought
of the prophecy of Isaiah 60:4-6 as he recalled the story. Today we tend
to focus on verse 6 which mentions the gifts of gold and frankincense,
but the verse goes on to say that they shall bring ‘good news, the praise
of the Lord.’
So as we celebrate and welcome in the New Year, let us remain
watchful and hope for the second coming, as we spread the good news
of freedom, equality, justice, and peace. God is with us and he gives us
the light to take with us into the New Year and a hope for the future.
A prayer
Father, you make all things new. You bring hope alive in our hearts. We
give thanks for the time of preparation, the celebrations and for the
New Year ahead. May we seek to create opportunities to make your
kingdom a reality on earth.
Come and kindle the flame within us, so that the love which came
down at Christmas touches everyone we meet. Amen
May God’s love, peace, hope and joy be with you in the coming year.
With blessings (Jeremiah 29:11)
Zaidie Orr
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FAMILY NEWS
We hold Dorothy Land and her family in prayer following the death of
Eric, after a long period of failing health.
The Harrison family are in our thoughts and prayers, in particular Roy
and Brenda's son, Rod, following major surgery.
Judith Norris is still being cared for in the Royal Hallamshire Hospital
and we give thanks to the staff there and in all our hospitals for their
dedication.
We continue to think of our church family members who live in
residential homes and those who cannot make it to church.
Jane Studd
THANKS
Norine Brown and family would like to say thank you for the cards and
flowers we received at this sad time. They have been a great comfort
to us.
Norine would also like to thank Zaidie for the lovely service and her
help and kindness to her.
Norine Brown
Many thanks for those who came to support the beaver scouts’
ploughman’s supper. We raised £90.60 for Deaf Child Worldwide.
Barry & Jeanne
The lunch in aid of Deaf Child Worldwide on Remembrance Sunday
made £125.14. Thanks to those who supported it.
Margaret Barron
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SOULROOTS YOUTH COMMUNITY
Soulroots Youth Community is a charity based youth organisation that
currently operates in S17, linked with these 6 churches, located in S17:
Totley All Saints, Christ Church Dore, Dore Methodist, Dore and Totley
URC, Totley Rise Methodist & St John’s Abbeydale.
We want to see a generation rise up who are passionate about their
faith and relationship with God. Encouraging one another, developing
spiritually and committing their lives to following Jesus.
We work closely with the community, schools and churches to ensure
that whether you have been a Christian as long as you can remember
or you don’t really know what you believe, you have a place to go and
people to walk alongside you throughout your journey.
There are various groups and events that we run throughout the year
to provide a place for the children and young people of S17 to come
and have the opportunity to develop in those areas, ask any burning
questions or simply have a place to come and chat.
Extract from Soulroots’ report
CHRISTIAN AID CAROL SINGING: Saturday December 3rd
Can you help with this important fundraising event for Christian Aid?
Local churches will be singing carols in Fargate from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Our church slot is from 12.30 to 1.30 p.m. but help at any time would
be welcome. If anyone is in town and able to spare an hour please let
me know. A couple of people have already volunteered. I’ve got more
details about where you can leave bags and there will be hot drinks
available at Central URC when you have finished your stint. Last year
this event raised £996.81 for Christian Aid so it is a good fund raiser
when we struggle with the house to house collection.
Elaine Ferguson
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT WITH UNITED CHRISTIAN VOICES
Wednesday 7th December 7.30 p.m.
An evening of drama and carol singing by the United Christian Voices
choir, followed at around 8.30 p.m. by drinks, mince pies and cake. A
collection in aid of HARC (Homeless and Rootless at Christmas) will be
taken. All are very welcome and it’s a good chance to invite friends and
neighbours.
CHRISTMAS EVE
We are all invited to a short Christmas Eve service at the Michael
Church at 3 p.m. led by Rev Zaidie Orr. This will be followed by
seasonal refreshments.
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
I think we’d all agree this has been a very unusual year with national
and international decisions which have surprised many. So as we look
forward to 2017 it seems that tolerance of all views and an
understanding of different faiths is more important than ever. In our
church family we have seen loved ones pass away and others struggle
with ill health. In all that happens in our lives we rely on the strength
that our faith in God gives.
I wish you, your families and friends a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.
Elaine Ferguson
MISSION AND CARE SHEFFIELD
The next MACS meeting will be on Thursday January 26th at the
Michael Church at 7 p.m. Andrew Ward will be talking about his climb
up Mount Kilimanjaro, raising funds for the Nasio Trust.
CORNERSTONE AT DORE CHURCH HALL
Soulroots will be holding their next Cornerstone service on January
29th at 7 p.m. All are welcome to this lively service organised by the
young people in S17.
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PRAYERS OF PREPARATION by Nick Fawcett
This book of vestry prayers is now in the church library. The prayers
follow the three years of the lectionary with a section on prayers for
special services. Each prayer is linked to the Gospel or New Testament
reading for that week.
CHRISTMAS POST BOX
The post box will be in church until Sunday 11th December and the
Christmas cards will be distributed the following Sunday after the
service.
Please put the full name of the recipient on the envelope as we do
have people with the same Christian name.
Monetary contributions received in respect of postage will be donated
to Deaf Child Worldwide. If you wish to Gift Aid these donations please
put the money in an envelope with your name on the front.
Marie Gleadhill

The foodbank will be giving out Christmas food during December. All
the food given out has to be weighed and sorted as well as bagged
up so please try to ensure it can reach the foodbank by Monday 5th
December.
LADIES’ GROUP
The Ladies will meet for their Christmas meal at the Rising Sun on
Monday 12th December at 7 p.m.
The book we shall be discussing on 4th January will be The Pilot’s Wife
by Anita Shreve and we shall be meeting at Jane Studd’s house. If you
would like me to get you a copy of the book please let me know.
Jeanne Clark
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ADVENT WORSHIP
This year we take our theme from the traditional Advent virtues:
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love in the four successive Sundays leading up
to Christmas Day.
27th Nov. Rev’d Jamie Kissack will lead worship on Advent Sunday.
4th Dec.

We decorate the Church Christmas tree and celebrate
Communion. Elaine Ferguson and Anne Dale will lead this
service.

11th Dec. Rev’d Zaidie Orr will lead worship on this Sunday.
18th Dec. This is our Carol Service and will be arranged by Anne Dale
and Ann Rook.
21st Dec.

The midweek service gives you another opportunity to sing
carols; Zaidie also leads this service.

25th Dec. Anne Dale will lead the Christmas Day service and you are
reminded that this begins at 10 a.m.
The Carol Service on 18th December is our “Invite a Friend” event. We
have invitation cards for you to take and give to a member of your
family or a friend who doesn’t normally come to worship, inviting
them to come along and enjoy this traditional occasion.
THE MUSE
The Muse is a valuable and popular feature of Take Notice but it relies
on contributions from as many people as possible to keep it fresh and
varied. Contributors are free to write on anything they wish to share
with the readership and can make it any length they wish. The Elders
are expected to write one as part of their commitment to eldership
but I thought I’d extend the offer to all members of the congregation.
We already have one ‘volunteer’ writer who is not an Elder. Could you
perhaps be another?
Jeanne Clark
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Twelve days of Christmas
Please think about and pray for people in these less than joyful
situations during the 12 Days of Christmas.
25th
December

Families with an empty place at the dinner table
where a loved one once sat for so many years.

26th
December

Those who are back on the street again after a warm
and memorable Christmas Day with HARC.

27th
December

People who are admitted to hospital suddenly during
the festivities.

28th
December

Medical staff, police and firemen who work whilst the
rest of us are enjoying ourselves.

29th
December

Families travelling on foot or in overcrowded boats
with few possessions hoping to find a place of safety.

30th
December

The children who experienced no love this Christmas
only mental or physical abuse.

31st
December

Those who long for company but are seeing in the
New Year on their own yet again or for the first time.

1st January

Those who see no hope or happiness ahead in 2017.

2nd January

Those who continue to need the foodbanks.

3rd January

Women in refuges escaping from domestic violence.

4th January

Mothers whose babies were born too ill or too
premature to survive or were stillborn.

5th January

People who have been told they have a terminal
illness; and those who have to tell them.
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The flowers in church on
4th December are in loving memory of
Peter Sherwell.
Those on 15th January are as thanksgiving for
the lives of
John Hartley who died on 4th January 1945,
aged 13 years and
Flo Hartley who died on 20th January 1992,
aged 95 years

FLOWERS
Please let me know if you provide flowers for a special reason so the
congregation can appreciate them all the more.
Jeanne Clark

BULBS
Once again the beaver scouts have planted pots of bulbs which will be
in the church porch on Sunday 4th December for these special people:
Jean Baines
Joan Beresford
Gladys Cooper Vera Edwards
Isobel Frew
Bill Glossop
Liz Keech
Dorothy Land
Margaret Pike Betty Renforth
Margaret Warwick

Eileen Bowler
Jean Elliott
Brenda Hague
Lin Morris
Sheila Sherwell
Molly Webb
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Norine Brown
Mavis Fletcher
Mavis Hastings
Judith Norris
Christine Smith
Ron Webber

TREASURE HUNT BIBLE QUIZ (answers)
Isaiah says that from his stump a Branch will bear much fruit. Jesse
A recipe for sacred oil - take this and other things, Myrrh
‘Twas here one Saturday that Jesus healed them, Capernaum
Among the first of Christians, he was called a prophet bold. Barnabas
He was included in a group of which the sequel speaks. Andrew
He married Ruth, the Moabite, in this, your final clue. Boaz
NATIVITY PUZZLES
Can you find the following words – horizontally or vertically?
Angels
Christmas
Donkey
Innkeeper
Jesus
Joseph
King
Manger
Mary
Nativity
Salvation
Sheep
Shepherds Star
Wise men
C
Q
R
N
J
M
D
Z

A N
S H
A T
E M
G N
O S
O N
I L

O
E
S
E
I
Y
K
I

I
P
A
S
K
I
E
N

T A V
H E R
M T S
I W S
M A R
H X Q
Y R E
N K E

L
D
I
H
Y
U
G
E

A
S
R
E
G
R
N
P

S D N
R E A
H C T
E P I
I U V
Q W I
A M T
E R Y

S
L
E
G
N
A
D
O

H
L
J
O
S
E
P
H

S
U
S
E
J
T
M
F

How many words can you make out of NATIVITY?
I made 32 including 5 names.
Can you unscramble these nativity words?
ARTS
____
RANG ME
KEY NOD
______
BE LAST
GLEAN
_____
TRASH A LAB
BE THE HELM _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ HAZE RANT
BE A GIRL
_______
HIS SEAM
I PREEN KEN
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ RICH MOLE
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______
______
_________
________
_______
________

HIDDEN TALENTS
This concludes the list of ten people who have hidden talents – there
may be more as yet undiscovered. If you want to guess who they are,
please let me know. No names will be published but it would be
interesting to see how well you know people you have seen most
Sundays for many years in some cases. To refresh your memories their
talents are as follows.
1. Who once ran ten marathons in a year?
2. Who played centre forward in a hockey team and also enjoyed
horse riding?
3. Who once dressed as a clown when he appeared on stage?
4. Who acted in an award-wining production of White Wedding?
5. Who ‘scrambled’ down the Inaccessible Pinnacle?
6. Who gained a medal and bar for collecting most money for the
London Missionary Society when aged 10?
7. Who excelled at the long jump at school?
8. Who was an excellent pianist as a child and, as an adult, took up
cross-stitch with equal expertise?
9. Who once was a finalist in a beauty and knowledge contest and
danced with Ted Heath at this event?
10. Who not only played fullback in a company’s mixed hockey
team but also gave a very well received speech to over 100
people, many of whom worked in the media?
CHRISTMAS QUIZ
There is another chance for you and your family and friends to put your
thinking caps on over the Christmas period with a Christmas-themed
quiz. Still a bargain at £1 and all proceeds going to support Deaf Child
Worldwide.
Jeanne Clark
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COFFEE MORNINGS AND CHRISTMAS TREE DISPLAY
On Saturday 10th December we will be having a coffee morning in the
church where we will be displaying all the Christmas Trees that our
church groups have decorated. Come and join us from 10 till 12 for
refreshments and a leisurely start to the Christmas season.
The church will be open again for coffee and a chat on Wednesday 14th
December 10 till 12.
All proceeds from refreshments will go to Deaf Child Worldwide.
Please come and join us, all are welcome.
Church and Society

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS
I left Santa gluten-free cookies and organic soy milk and he put a
solar panel in my stocking.
Dear Santa, for Christmas I want a fat bank account and a thin body.
Please don‘t confuse it as you did last year.
If you get underwear for Christmas, that means you stopped
believing in Santa.
What does Santa suffer from if stuck in a chimney? Claustrophobia.
What do you call a cat in the desert? Sandy Claws
Who delivers presents to cats? Santa Paws
Why does Santa have three gardens? So he can ho ho ho!
Why did Santa’s helper see the doctor? He had a low ‘elf’ esteem.
What do you call Santa’s little helpers? Subordinate clauses
Where does Santa go when he’s sick? To the elf centre
What do Santa’s little helpers learn at school? The elf-abet
What do reindeer hang on their Christmas trees? Horn-aments
Who is Santa Claus married to? Mary Christmas
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THE MOOSIE’S PRAYER
A puir wee kirk moose a' forlorn its furry coat fair sairly worn
Sank doon upon its bony knees and prayed - for just a wee bit cheese.
The tears ran doon its wee thin cheeks
But nane could hear the saddest squeaks
That drifted oan the cauld nicht air
Till whiles it couldnae pray nae mair.
Syne daylight cam, the kirk bells rang
The doors swung open wi a bang
Communion day had come oan by
Wi' wine and plates a' breid held high
The wee moose lay still as daith
and watched it a' with baited braith
Then thocht - if I keep awful quate, a bit micht just fa' aff the plate.
And so it gazed as roond they went, then jist as tho twas heaven sent
Whit landed richt upon its heid, but twa lumps o' communion breid.
The staff o' life lay oan the flair, then, bounteous answer to his prayer
Jist as he thoucht, "Looks fell dry", ae body couped some wine forby.
Wee moosie stoated up the aisle, wearin sic a boozy smile.
The folk stopped singing, fair aghast,
Tae see a drunken moose walk past.
The organist fell aff his chair; the meenister could only stare
Tae see this drunken sinfu' moose, cavortin' in his sacred hoose.
At last it staggered up the nave, then turned and gied a happy wave
"I ken noo when it's time to pray, I'll do it oan communion day".
Anonymoose!
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COFFEE ROTA
Dec

4th
11th
18th
25th

Ella Lawrie and Isobel Frew
Liz Walkden and Liz Keech
Fiona Green and Margaret Warwick
Christmas Day

Jan

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Christine Smith and Marion Spiers
Fiona Green and Gill McAdie
Helen Miller and Marie Gleadhill
Elaine Ferguson and Jean Fermie
Jeanne Clark and Vera Edwards

Feb

5th

Ella Lawrie and Isobel Frew

FLOWER ROTA
Dec
4th
11th
18th
25th
Jan

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Sheila Sherwell
Ron Webber
CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS
Betty Renforth
Shona Picken
Margaret Warwick
Ella Lawrie
Liz Keech
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SUNDAY MORNING DOOR STEWARDS
Dec
4th Betty Renforth and Sheila Sherwell
11th Margaret and Richard Barron
18th Isabel Frew and Shona Picken
25th Jane and Rob Studd
Jan

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Ella and Neil Lawrie
Barry Wiles and Kath Taylor
Linda and Willie McKeachie
Vera Edwards and Liz Keech
Joyce and Hugh Porteous

DUTY ELDERS’ ROTA
Dec
4th Jane Studd
Communion Steward: Shona Picken
11th Margaret Barron
18th Jean Fermie
25th Margaret Warwick
Jan

1st Elaine Ferguson
Communion Steward: Ann Rook
8th Marie Gleadhill
15th Ann Rook
22nd Brenda Hollingworth
29th Anne Dale
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December Diary
Thurs 1 Social Club: 7.30 p.m. New Zealand Part 1
by Alison Holden
Sat 3

Carol singing on Fargate in aid of Christian Aid

Sun 4

Family service with communion at 10.30 a.m.
led by Miss Anne Dale. The Christmas tree will be
decorated during the service.

Mon 5

Elders’ meeting at 7 p.m.

Tues 6

Elders’ ballot papers due in

Wed 7

Mid-week service at 11.30 a.m. led by Mr Peter Clark
This will be followed by a sandwich lunch.
Carols by candlelight with United Christian Voices at
7.30 p.m. - donations in aid of HARC

Thurs 8 Social Club: Christmas Lunch at Joe and Dolores
12.15 for 12.45 p.m.
Sat 10 Coffee morning and Christmas tree display
Team Carol Service at Central URC at 2 – 3 p.m. with
refreshments to follow
Sun 11 Family service at 10.30 a.m. led by
Rev’d Zaidie Orr
There will be a Traidcraft stall after the service.
Mon 12 Ladies’ group meal at the Rising Sun at 7 p.m.
Tues 13 Totley Brook Club at 2.30 p.m. Christmas in Wales
by Andy Firth followed by mince pies
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Service of Prayer for Help and Healing at 7 p.m.
Wed 14 Christmas tree display open
Mid-week service at 11.30 a.m.
led by Rev’d Simon Copley
Sun 18 Family carol service at 10.30 a.m. led by Miss Anne Dale
and Mrs Ann Rook. This is an Invite a Friend Service.
Wed 21 Mid-week service at 11.30 a.m. led by
Rev’d Zaidie Orr – carols and mince pies to follow
Sun 25 Christmas Day family service at 10 a.m. led by
Miss Anne Dale
Wed 28 No service

January Diary
Sun 1

Family service with communion at 10.30 a.m.
led by Mr Peter Clark

Wed 4

Mid-week service at 11.30 a.m. led by Miss Anne Dale
This will be followed by a sandwich lunch.

Sun 8

Family service at 10.30 a.m. led by Mr Mark Carrick

Tues 10 Service of Prayer for Help and Healing at 7 p.m.
Wed 11 Mid-week service at 11.30 a.m. led by Mrs Lucille Biggins
Sun 15 Family service at 10.30 a.m. led Mrs Kathryn Redfearn
from St James’ church, Burngreave
Mon 16 Copy date for February’s Take Notice.
All articles to Jeanne Clark by this date please.
Wed 18 Mid-week service with communion at 11.30 a.m. led by
Rev’d Simon Copley
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Sun 22 Family service at 10.30 a.m. led by Miss Anne Dale
Mon 23 Elders’ meeting at 7 p.m.
Wed 25 Mid-week service at 11.30 a.m. led by
Rev’s Zaidie Orr
Thurs 26 MACS at the Michael Church at 7 p.m.
Sun 29 Hospital Sunday: family service at 10.30 a.m. led by
Mr Frank Elliot Wright
Soulroots’ Cornerstone service at 7 p.m.
LOOKING FORWARD TO 2017
Some dates for your new diaries!
Sunday 5th February: Elders’ ordination and induction and lunch
Sunday 26th February: Church Annual Meeting
Friday 3rd March: Women’s World Day of Prayer at Christ Church, Dore
Saturday 29th April: Elders’ Conference for all serving and non-serving
elders.
Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd July: Windermere weekend
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Directory
Ministers

Phone

Reverend Simon Copley
01709 814471
Email: whiteknight_copley@hotmail.com
Reverend Zaidie Orr
Email: zaidieorr@aol.com

327 8705

Reverend Jamie Kissack
438 1887
Email: Jamie.kissack@gmail.com
Deputy
Chair

Jane Studd
236 1192
5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT
Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net

Secretary:

Elaine Ferguson
236 5607
32 Rushley Drive, Sheffield S17 3EN
Email: elaineferg32@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer:

Rob Studd
236 1192
5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT
Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net

Pastoral Care:

Jane Studd
236 1192
5 Devonshire Road, Sheffield S17 3NT
Email: janeandrobstudd@talktalk.net

Editor:

Jeanne Clark
236 7390
8 Abbeydale Park Rise
Sheffield S17 3PD
Email: Jeanne.clark@btinternet.com
www. doreandtotleyurc.org.uk
A Member of the Sheffield Group of United Reformed Churches
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Mon

3rd Mon
Tues
2nd Tues
Termtime

1st Tues
2nd Tues
Wed

Termtime
1st Wed
Thurs

Friday

T’ai Chi
Shine Academy
Aerobics
Photography Group
Lunch Club
Yoga
Totley Brook Club
Martial Arts
Beaver Scouts

11.30–12.30 p.m.
4.30 – 6 p.m.
6.30 – 7.30 p.m.
7.45 - 9.45 p.m.
10 – 1.30 p.m.
1.15 – 2.45 p.m.
2.30 – 4 p.m.
3.45 – 5.45 p.m.
6.15 – 7.15 p.m.

W.E.A. Abbeydale Writers
Shine On: Ladies’ choir
Totley Brook Quilters
Service for Help and Healing
Pilates
Coffee morning
Mid-week Service
Talented Tots Dance Class
DSPA Dance classes
Brownies

7 – 9 p.m.
7.30 – 9 p.m.
7.30 – 9.30 p.m.
7 - 8 p.m.
9.15 – 11.15 a.m.
10 – 12 noon
11.30 – 12 noon
1.45 – 2.45 p.m.
4 – 6 p.m.
6.15 – 7.40 p.m.

Ladies’ Group - not often in
church
Hastings Road Art
Group
The Rock Choir
Pilates

8 p.m.

Social Club
Stretch & Tone Dance class
Contemporary Dance class

9.30 – 12 noon
11.30 - 1.00 p.m.
1.30 – 2.30 p.m.
5.15 – 7.15 p.m.
7.30 – 9.30 p.m.
2 – 3 p.m.
4 – 5 p.m.

Ella Lawrie has contact details: tel. 236 6294
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